Asutosh Mukherji, Vice-Chancellor, the Syndicate and Dr. G.
Thibaut, Registrar, Calcutta University, gave me indirect encou-
ragement (1910). My thanks are also due to many scholars,
authors, and writers of Bengal and abroad. This edition of the
book is brought out with many imperfections. If it is fated to
nave a second impression, I trust I shall bring it out in due form
and fashion*

Dacca.          \

f           The fluthor,

Dec. 25th, 1917.

PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.
The First Edition having run out soon, I venture to publish
the Second, thoroughly revised and enlarged. The sale has been,
due, not to the merits of the book, but to the generous readers'
sufficient indulgence due to a pioneering work,
"Old India/' said Prof. Weber, "is still full of riddles/' Mr,
R. C. Dutt first cut a road to it, I add the political outlines.
These present the whole Hindu History in a readable form. In
reconstructing it, I have closely followed Hindu traditions in
their rational forms, I have put in here all that I could carefully
gather from the numerous sources, along with my own disco-
veries. The readers would be wrong to expect an authoritative
work on the subject from this num-skull.. That is reserved for *
doughty scholar.
A regular Hindu History has been long a great desideratum
in the world. I tried to meet it to some extent. But great wa*
my apprehension when I first published my work lest it should
be doomed to utter failure. To my great relief and Joy, I foon